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EDITORIAL NOTES 



THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS STATE 

HISTOEICAL SOCIETY, HELD MAY 13 

AND 14, 1909. 



The Illinois State Historical Society held its tenth 
annual meeting in the Capitol building at Springfield on 
Thursday and Friday, May 13 and 14, 1909. Previous to 
this year the annual meeting of the society has been held 
in the month of January, but at the 1908 meeting the con- 
stitution of the society was changed and the time was 
fixed for May, in the hope that in a more pleasant season 
a larger number of the members of the society would be 
able to attend the sessions. 

In some respects the meeting held this year was the 
most interesting one that the society has ever held. 

The presence of eminent historical students who gave 
papers was a particularly important feature. 

Mr. C. M. Burton of Detroit, whose collection of books 
and manuscripts relating to the history of the northwest 
is a most noted one, gave a most scholarly paper on 
*^Augustin Mottin de La Balm.'' Judge Walter B. Doug- 
las of St. Louis gave a charming paper on 'VThe Sieurs 
de Saint Ange;'' and, in fact, all of the papers presented 
were most carefully prepared and are of especial merit. 

The aunual address was presented by President E. J. 
James of the University of Illinois. The title of this 
address was ^*The Evolution of the Educational Conscious- 
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ness in Dlinois/' The paper gave great pleasure to those 
who were fortunate enough to hear it. It told in a clear, 
logical and comprehensive manner the history of the edu- 
cation of the people of the State, or the growth of public 
sentiment in regard to the duties of the State, along the 
line of the education of its young people. Tt is fortunate 
for the members of the Historical Society that they will 
have the opportunity of reading these addresses in the 
transactions of the society. The last number of the Journal 
mientioned the ladies and gentlemen who were expected to 
read papers before the society. All of these speakers were 
present with the exception of Mrs. Harriet Taylor of the 
Newberry library, Chicago; but her practical and witty 
paper on ** Genealogy and the West*^ was read by Mrs. 
E. S. Walker, regent of the Springfield C?hapter of the 
Daughters of the American Eevolution. 

**The Winter of the Deep Snow,'^ the paper by Mrs. 
Eleanor Atkinson, was one of the most carefully prepared 
of the papers presented, and it will be a distinct contribu- 
tion to the history of the strange weather conditions which 
were encountered by nearly the whole of the United States 
during the early years of the decade between 1830 and 1840. 

Special mention might be made of each of the addresses, 
but it seems unnecessary to do so, as the papers will be 
published in full in the annual transactions of the society. 

The annual election of the officers of the society was 
held, all of the officers being re-elected; and the Hon. 
Richard Tates was elected a director of the society to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. George N. 
Black of Springfield. Mr. William A. Meese of Moline 
has placed the Historical Society under many obligations 
to him by his activities in its behalf during the past year. 
At the suggestion of Mr. Meese, the splendid and unique 
collection of the Manasseh Cutler Papers was exhibited at 
the annual meeting. 
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This collection— comprising some ten thousand items, 
letters, diaries, journals, etc., 1762-1819, indexed and bound 
in seventy-six volumes in full dark green levant, each book 
protected by a case of the same material— is the property 
of Mr. Charles G. Dawes of Evanston, who kindly loaned 
it for exhibition during the annual meeting. It was imder 
the personal charge of the binder, Mr. Ernst Hertzberg, 
who took great pleasure in showing it to interested persons. 

During the sessions of the mieeting a letter was read by 
Mr. Meese from Hon. Frank 0. Lowden, offering to give 
the society seven hundred and fifty dollars for the purpose 
of marking the line of march taken by the Illinois regiment 
in the Black Hawk War of which Abraham Lincoln was 
a member, from Beardstown to the mouth of the Eock 
river. This is the first donation of considerable size which 
the Historical Society has received, and it was, of course, 
received with enthusiasm. A telegram was sent to Mr. 
Lowden, thanking him for the generous gift, and a com- 
mittee was appointed, with Mr. Meese as chairman, for the 
purpose of arranging for marking the trail. 

On the recommendation of the board of directors, the 
society elected as honorary members Judge Walter B. 
Douglas of St. Louis, Mr. C. M. Burton of Detroit and 
Miss Cora Agnes Benneson of Cambridge, Mass. 

A reception was held on Friday evening by the society 
in the State Library rooms, the arrangements for which 
were in charge of the following conmaittee: Mrs. James 
A. Eose, Mrs. C. C. Brown, Mrs. James W. Patton, Mrs. E. 
S. Walker, Mrs. Clinton L. ConMing, Mrs. B. M. Griffith, 
Mrs. Harriet Eumsey Taylor, Mrs. Leroy Bacchus, Mrs. 

E. A. Snively, Mrs. I. G. Miller, Miss Margaret Eobinson. 
The officers of the society received the guests, among whom 
were Governor Charles S. Deneen and his mother, Mrs. M. 

F. Deneen, Secretary of State and Mrs. James A. Eose, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Burton of Detroit, Miss Benneson, Mrs. 
Atkinson and others of the speakers at the annual meeting. 
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It is much to be regretted that so few of the members 
of the society were able to attend the sessions of the 
annual meeting. The weather was good, but there seemed 
to have been a large number of other conventions in the 
city at the time of the annual meeting. The officers of 
the society were much disappointed that the attendance 
of members was not larger, and the secretary begs the 
members to make their plans to attend the next annual 
meeting and to do so even at some personal sacrifice. 

The ability and reputation of the speakers, and the valu- 
able and carefully prepared papers, are worthy of the 
attention of every member of the society; and while all 
will have an opportunity of reading the published papers, 
it is a pleasure and a privilege to personally hear these 
papers and to make the acquaintance of the speakers. 
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FULL PROGRAM OF EXERCISES OF THE TENTH 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ILUNOIS 

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

MAY 13 AND 14, 1909. 



Thubsdat Morning, 9:30 O^Clock. 

Directors^ Meeting in the office of the Secretary of the 
Society. 

Ten" O^Olock— In the Supreme Court Room. 

Business Meeting. 

Reports of Officers. 

Reports of Committees. 

Reports of the Lincoln-Douglas Debates Celebration. 

Reports from Local Historical Societies. 

Election of Officers. 

In Memoriam: George N. Black, late a director in the 
Illinois State Historical Society and trustee of Illinois State 
Historical Library. Read by President E. J. James. 

Thursday Afternoon, 2:30 O^Clock. 

1. *^ Efforts to Divorce Judicial Elections from Politics 
in Illinois''— Judge 0. A. Harker, dean of the Law School 
of the University of Illinois, Champaign. 

Music. 

2. ^*The Winter of the Deep Snow'*— Mrs. Eleanor 
Atkinson, Chicago. 

3. *'How Mr. Lincoln Received the News of His First 
Nomination"— Mr. Clinton L. ConMing, Springfield. 

Music. 

4. '* Recollections of the Part Springfield Took in the 
Obsequies of Abraham Lincoln"— Mr. Edward L. Merritt, 
Springfield. 
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5. ^'Genealogy and the West"— Mrs. Harriet Taylor, 
Newberry Library, Chicago. 

Thubsdat Evening, 7:45 'Clock. 

Quartette—* * Illinois. ' ' 

Address of the President of the Illinois State Historical 
Society— General Alfred Orendorff, Springfield. 

Music. 

Annual Address— E. J. James, President of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 

FlOBAY MOBNING, 9:30 O'CLOCK. 

1. **The Senator from Illinois: Some Famous Political 
Combats"— Mr. J. McCan Davis, Springfield. 

2. **Eock Eiver in the Eevolution"— Mr. William A. 
Meese, Moline. 

Music. 

3. ''The Sieurs de Saint Ange"— Judge Walter B. 
Douglas, Missouri State Historical Society, St. Louis. 

4. ''The Status of the Illinois Country in the British 
Empire, 1763-1774 "-Prof. C. E. Carter, Illinois College, 
Jacksonville. 

Eriday Afternoon, 2:30 'Clock. 

1. "Augustin Mottin de La Balm''— Mr. C. M. Burton, 
Detroit. 

Music 

2. "The Quartermaster's Department in Illinois, 1861- 
1862"— Miss Cora Agnes Benneson, A. M., LL. B., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Music. 

3. "Detroit the Key to the West During the American 
Revolution"— Prof. J. A. James, Northwestern University, 
Evanston. 

Friday Evening, 8:00 'Clock. 

Reception in the State library. 
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THE GREAT CAHOKIA MOUND TO BE SOLD. 

The tract of land on the southern border of Madison 
county upon which is situated the Cahokia mound will be 
offered for sale to the highest bidder next October, for the 
purpose of partition and settlement of an estate. The farm 
it comprises of 260 acres, in the American Bottom, seven 
miles northeast of St. Louis, belonged to Hon. Thomas 
Turner Ramey, who represented Madison county in the 
lower branch of the Legislature in the Thirty-sixth and 
Thirty-eighth General Assemblies, and who died ten years 
ago. His wife, Margaret Ramey, died last December, sur- 
vived by eight children, who now jointly own the property. 

The Cahokia mound is the largest and most interesting 
earthwork of prehistoric Indians in the United States. Its 
fame as the grandest monument of the American mound 
building era has reached all parts of the civilized world. 
As the most attractive curiosity in Illinois, the State should 
purchase it and keep it intact for all futurity, not only 
for its antiquarian and educational value, but as a duty it 
owes posterity to rescue irom deterioration and ultimate 
destruction the most wonderful object of Indian art within 

its limits. 

The general government has wisely reserved, and pro- 
vided for the safe keeping of, not only such natural curiosi- 
ties as the Yellowstone Park and the petrified forest of 
Arizona, but the principal diff dweUings, the ruins of Casa 
Grande and other noted remains of the prehistoric occu- 
pants of the southwest. In Ohio, the great Serpent mound 
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in Adams county was purchased, and the Brush creek ridge 
upon which it stands converted into a public park, with 
ample means for its perpetual care and maintenance. While 
Illinois lavishly provides statues and various other monu- 
ments in memory of its departed heroes and statesmen, it 
should not ignore the public sentiment demanding the pres- 
ervation of its rapidly vanishing antiquities. This senti- 
ment was voiced in the Legislature just adjourned by a 
bill introduced late in the session by Hon. Norman G. Flagg 
of Madison county, providing for the appointment by the 
Governor of five commissioners ' ' to investigate the historic 
importance of the (Cahokia) mound; to ascertain its adapt- 
ability for the purpose of a State park, and ascertain the 
price for which the State can purchase the property, etc." 
But the bill failed to pass, and the present opportunity 
to secure the mound for the State will be lost. It is possible 
that the forty acres upon which this finest relic of aboriginal 
life in the Mississippi valley stands may, in the partition, 
fall to one of the Eamey heirs, from whom the State can 
in the future obtain it. But much more probably it will 
be bought at the sale in October by a brewery company of 
East St. Louis, who will desecrate it by converting the 
property into a Sunday resort and beer garden, and per- 
haps honeycomb the great structure with vaults for storing 
the products of the brewery. 

THE LEMEN MONUMENT. 

A monument, paid for by individual contributions, to the 
memory of Rev. James Lemen, Sr., will be unveiled with 
appropriate ceremonies near Waterloo, in Monroe county, 
on the 16th of next September. By House Resolution No. 
25 concurred in by the Senate of the present Legislature, 
Hon. William J. Bryan and Hon. Robert T. Lincoln were 
officially invited to attend and participate in the unveiling 
exercises. 
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Rev. James Lemen was one of the most noted of the 
early pioneers of Illinois. Bom near Harper's Ferry, Vir- 
ginia, November 20, 1760, he acquired a fair practical 
education, and on March 3, 1778, then eighteen years of 
age, enlisted as a private soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
in which he served two years ; and afterwards re-enlisting, 
served through the siege of Torktown. ^^He was," says 
Dr. John M. Peck, **from childhood in a singular manner 
the special favorite and idol of Thomas Jefferson, who was 
a warm friend of his father's family. Almost before Mr. 
Lemien had reached manhood Jefferson would consult him 
on all matters, even on great state affairs, and afterwards 
stated that his advice always proved to be surprisingly 
reliable." It is said that it was largely upon the sugges- 
tion and insistance of Mr. Lemen to Mr. Jefferson tjiat 
the anti-slavery clause was inserted in the Ordinance of 
1787. Urged by Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Lemen and family 
removed, in 1786, to Illinois Territory and settled at New 
Design, in Monroe county, where he died on January 8, 
1823. His mission here, in co-operation with Jefferson, was 
to antagonize the slavery influence of the South in the 
Northwestern Territory, and incidentally to establish the 
Baptist Church in the western wilderness. Mr. Lemen 
organized the first eight Baptist Churches in Illinois, hav- 
ing them especially to declare against slavery and intem- 
perance. 

By hard manual labor he subsisted and raised his family 
from the products of the farm he made, and in the mean- 
time did his full share of the then necessary Indian fight- 
ing. It was Mr. Lemen who first suggested the plan of 
extending the northern boundary of Illinois to include 
the Chicago river and the Galena lead mines. With 
assistance of John Messenger, he drew a map of the pro- 
posed extension, showing its ultimate value to the future 
state, which he gave to Nathaniel Pope, then Territorial 
delegate, urging him to present the matter to Congress, 
which Mr. Pope did, with the well known result. The 
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eighth Baptist Church, now known as Bethel, near Collina- 
ville, in Madison county, was organized by Mr. Lemen in 
1809, the centennial anniversary of which will be duly cele- 
brated on September 14, two days beforei unveiling the 
monument. 

Mr. Lemen enjoyed in a high degree the respect, friend- 
ship and confidence of all the prominent public men of his 
day and was consulted by many of them on the important 
questions of state then discussed. ^'For several years his 
son. Rev. James Lemen, Jr., was the confidential religious 
adviser of Abraham Lincoln, and knew more of his inner 
life than any other man living, and was one of the only 
two ministers who ever heard Lincoln pray." 

THEN AND NOW. 

The wonderful progress aud grandeur of Illinois is now 
an old and almost threadbare theme. Yet, without familiar 
knowledge of the history of our State— of the causes and 
forces operating at different periods for the advancement 
or retarding of its development— it is difficult to fully 
realize the gigantic chauges in its industrial and material 
conditions that have occurred within the last three-quarters 
of a century. They are seldom considered in this era of 
phenomenal prosperity and congested wealth; of inflated 
values of real estate and all commodities in use; and of 
lar;ge salaries and general opulence. But it is always in- 
teresting, if not profitable, to look backward a few decades 
in our history upon the beginnings of this great common- 
wealth and contrast the struggles of the pioneers in its 
structure with their descendants, now enjoying the fruits 
of their efforts. 

The following letter, written by George Forquer, an 
eminent lawyer, and at the time Attorney General of the 
State, to Governor Ninian Edwards, conveys a distinct 
impression of the trials and poverty then experienced by 
the most prominent classes : 
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*' Waterloo, October 5, 1829. 

**Deab Sib— When I was at Belleville, on my way up 
the country, I recollect that you said in the event of my 
determining to sell my land adjoining the town of Spring- 
field, you would like to have the preference in the pur- 
chase. I have between forty-five and fifty acres, adjoining 
the town on the south, and it is admitted by everybody to 
be the most beautiful property about the place. I believe 
it is better for me to sell, because I believe I am not able 
to hold it and profit by its rise. By dividing it into small 
lots, I believe it would sell for $500, on a credit of six 
months. I had, when there, several applications for small 
lots of five and ten acres, but I would rather sell the whole 
to some person who could pay promptly at a low price. I 
find, in order to make myself and family perfectly easy 
and comfortable, until I can fairly get under way in the 
upper country, that I will need about $300 to live upon 
and to discharge a few debts to the amount of about $100. 
Rather than to need the means to do either of these when 
called on, I would sell the property for $350, which is what 
I told you when we spoke of it, and which is thirty-three 
and one-third per cent less than any property adjoining is 
estimated at and has been sold at. Should you feel dis- 
posed to purchase, I will be glad to sell; and one hundred 
of the amount I will want in goods and in payment of the 
demand you hold against my brother, John. Nothing but 
the leanness of my purse would induce me to sell at this 
time ; but the truth is, I am now closer to the wind than I 
have been for some time, and more so than I can be again 
soon. The above sum, however, would place me in perfectly 
easy circumstances. 

'* Should you not feel inclined to invest cash in this kind 
of property, I should like to raise the sum of $300 by giving 
my draft upon the State for my next year's salary ($350) 
to any person who would let money at that interest, which 
is nearly eighteen per cent. This would be as certain 
security as a borrower of money could well give, as the 
payment would be as certain as the life of the borrower. 
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*'If it would suit your interest to aceommodate me upon 
either of these plans, it will add one more to the many 
obligations I already feel for your past kindness ; but I do 
most sincerely hope you will not think I would presume 
upon that kindness unless I thought my offers— if you have 
the spare capital— would in some degree be beneficial to 
you, though I would be greatly the obliged person. Will 
you have the kindness to answer me by the bearer? Mr. 
Cowles has loaned money at a less interest than I offer. It 
may be he would take the draft upon the State. 

** Yours sincerely, 

* * George Foequeb. 

^'Governor Ed/wards, Belleville, Ills/' 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF A PIONEER 
ILLINOIS WOMAN. 

That a little, old lady, ninety-one years old, can prepare, 
serve and entertain a large party of relatives at a dinner 
party at her own home, is unique in itself. That she could, 
was demonstrated when Mrs. A. Freeman of Springfield, 
His., was hostess in honor of her birthday anniversary. 

On that day she was ninety-one years old— almost a 
century— yet she prepared the food and cooked an elab- 
orate dinner and served it to her relatives, who were her 
guests. 

She does not know what a sick day is, even in her ninety- 
first year, and answers her own telephone and orders her 
own house, regardless of the century nearly passed within 
her life time. 

There were present at the birthday celebration her two 
children, Mrs. I. F. Hughes and Mr. C. W. Freeman; also 
her grandson, Arthur Hughes, her sister, Mrs. T. J. Cog- 
dall of Pleasant Plains, Mrs. Douglas and two daughters 
of Chatham. 

Mrs. Freeman is the widow of the late Abraham Free- 
man, a pioneer of the State. She was bom in Pike county, 
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Illinois, April 20, 1818, the year Illinois was admitted into 
the Union, her maiden name being Margaret Penney. Her 
mother lived to the age of ninety-three years and lies 
buried in Oak Eidge. Her marriage to Mr. Freeman was 
celebrated in Eock Creek, near Salisbury, in June, 1842. 
Mr. Freeman had, previous to this, settled on a farm nine 
miles northwest of Springfield. His business ventures were 
most successful and he left much valuable property in 
Springfield, including the Myers Brothers' block and the 
Broadwell corner. When Mr. Freeman was united in mar- 
riage to the hostess of the day, he built the house on West 
Monroe street, where Mrs. Freeman has continued to live 
since her wedding day. There were five children ; the other 
three being the son, Seth; another son, Taylor, and daugh- 
ter, Louise, the wife of Dr. Langdon, all of whom have 
passed away. Mr. Freeman passed away several years ago, 
but not until they had celebrated their sixty-first wedding 
aimiversary. 

DEATH OF WABASH COUNTY'S OLDEST NATIVE 

INHABITANT. 

HON. EZRA B. KEEN. 

Full of years and honor, surrounded by his family and 
enjoying the love and veneration of the entire community 
in which he was so long a patriarchal figure, Hon. Ezra 
B. Keen of Keensburg, on Tuesday, May 4, 1909, peace- 
fully passed to the beyond. 

Mr. Keen had been ill for a month previous to his death. 
Stricken by what in a younger nian would have proved 
only a slight indisposition, his condition soon became 
critical, and owing to his great age, it was found impossible 
to rally the forces of nature sufficiently to bring about a 
recovery. 

Mr. Keen enjoyed the unique distinction of being the 
oldest native citizen of Wabash county, and he was one of 
the few remaining links which connect the present with 
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pioneer times. He was the son of Daniel and Mary Comp- 
ton Keen, members of two of the county's most prominent 
pioneer families; and he was bom almost within a stone's 
throw of the place where he died— on the old homestead, 
just north of Keensburg, December 1, 1821, making his age 
at death eighty-seven years, five months and three days. 

His father was a notable man in his day, and he imparted 
to his son the strength of character and physique which 
marked the rugged pioneer stock to which he belonged. 
His physical prowess made him a leader among the young 
men of his time, and few there were who could best him in 
a wrestling bout or equal him in lifting with that homely 
instrument of progress, the old fashioned handspike, for 
which a challenge was never wanting at the many log roll- 
ings which prevailed in those days. 

In his youth the waterways afforded the only means of 
communication with the outside world, and his desire to 
know and learn something of other sections of the country 
led him early to turn his attention to the river and to 
take up the life of a flatboatman. At the age of eighteen 
he made his first trip to New Orleans, and he soon showed 
an aptitude for the work which caused him to be in great 
demand as a pilot for these crude craft, which constituted 
the only means by which the early settlers could get their 
produce to market. In the intervals of farming he fol- 
lowed the river for many years, making one or more voy- 
ages each season, until he made twenty-five trips to New 
Orleans, which is no doubt a record unequaled by any one 
in this section. He had many stirring adventures and the 
story of his experiences would have filled a volume. 

He received the common school education of that 
time, and he taught one term of school at Lick Prairie, an 
evidence of the deep impression it made on his mind being 
found in the fact that after a lapse of almost sixty years, 
in his delirium he again found himself in the school room. 
A littie later he located in Mt. Carmel, where with Mr. D. 
S. Harvey as a partner, he conducted a store in the building 
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recently remodeled for the Mt. Carmel Banking and Trust 
Company. Not liking this occupation, he determined to 
return to farming, and accordingly purchased the farm in 
Coffee precinct which had formerly been his father's, and 
there he spent the remainder of his life. 

He was progressive in his methods as a farmer and was 
quite successful in his work, so that before his days of 
activity werei past he had acquired a very comfortable 
competence. 

In 1856 he was united in marriage to Lucinda Knowles 
of Gibson county, Indiana. To them six children were born, 
of whom three, with their mother, survive him. These are 
Mrs. E. A. Buchholz of Keensburg, D. E. Keen of Mt. Car- 
mel, editor of the Republican, and M. G. Keen of Chicago. 
He leaves one brother, Mr. Marshall Keen of Fort Scott, 
Kansas. 

In character the deceased was a representative of all that 
was best in the hardy pioneer stock from which he sprang. 
He was absolutely fearless in his stand for the principles 
in which he believed, and in this allowed no opposition to 
swerve him. He was a faithful husband, a kind father, 
generous and honorable in all his dealings with men. He 
never oppressed the poor; but, on the contrary, no hungry 
man was ever turned from his door unfed. For almost 
two generations he was one of the leading members of the 
Christiau Church, known first as the old Coffee and later 
as the Keensburg Cihurch, giving freely of his time and 
means for its support. No one was more faithful in his 
attendance, and until his last illness scarcely a Sunday 
passed without finding him in his accustomed place. In 
earlier years his home was always a haven for the min 
isters of the church and a gathering place for those who 
came from a distance to attend the services. To the entire 
community he was affectionately known as ''Uncle Baker," 
and while many differed from him as to beliefs, none failed 
to accord him the respect and esteem to which his character 
entitled him. He always took a deep interest in the wel- 
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fare and progress of the neighborhood and gave his support 
to all movements for the betterment of conditions. For 
many years he served as a member of the school board and 
in every way possible did what he could for the advance- 
ment of education. Though having the benefit of but little 
schooling, he had taken a thorough course in the university 
of experience, and through reading and contact with men 
became one of the best informed of his section. He retained 
his faculties in a remarkable degree, and up to his last ill- 
ness maintained a lively interest in current affairs. 

Politically Mr. Keen was a Eepublican of Republicans. 
Originally a Whig, when the break-up came his opposition 
to human slavery caused him to identify himself with the 
party of freedom, and he voted for Lincoln in 1860 and 
consistently supported the party policies and principles 
thereafter. He was a Republican throughout the turbulent 
times of the Civil War, when it took courage— both moral 
and physical— to be so, and for many years the party had 
no more active worker at the polls than he, discontinuing 
his efforts only when compelled to do so by advancing age. 

In 1880 he was nominated by his party for member of 
the General Assembly in the old Forty-eighth district, be- 
ing associated on the ticket with the late Governor John 
R. Tanner, who was at that time just beginning his career 
in politics and was the nominee for State Senator. He was 
elected and served his term with credit to himself, securing 
the passage of several acts which were of no little benefit 
to the public. 

During the past several years he has lived quietly at his 
home near Keensburg, discontinuing all but minor activi- 
ties, and waiting patiently for the call which should sum- 
mon him from the scenes that he loved so well. 

Those who have come upon the stage of action at a later 
date have but little comprehension of the vast changes that 
have taken place since his advent, or realize how far back 
in history his life time reaches. When he was bom the 
great Napoleon had scarcely passed from the scene of his 
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mighty conflicts. Illinois had been a State but three years 
and Wabash county had not been created. The railroad 
was as yet unknown and the telegraph was almost an 
ordinary life time in the future. The steamboat had but 
recently been invented and as yet had scarcely found its 
way to western waters. This entire section was in reality 
a howling wilderness, from which the footprints of hostile 
sava^ges were hardly obliterated. The Union itself was yet 
in its infancy. He lived under all but four of the Presi- 
dents and voted in seventeen of the regular presidential 
elections, beginning with William Henry Harrison and 
ending with Taft. It is indeed a mighty change and one 
undreamed of by the boldest imagination in the early years 
of the century. 

The funeral was held from the Christian Church in 
Keensburg, Elder J. E. Moyer, the pastor, conducting the 
services. The interment was in old Coffee cemetery, where 
other members of the family are buried. 

NEW LAWS. 

The Forty-sixth General Assembly of Illinois, at its 
session just closed, passed some laws of special interest to 
the Illinois State Historical Society, although several 
important measures failed to become laws. 

One was a bill authorizing the formation of a Library 
Commission. This bill creates the commission, making the 
Governor, Superintendent of Public Instruction and the 
Secretary of State, who is the State Librarian, the com- 
mission, of which the State Librarian is chairman. The 
purpose of the commission is to give aid to libraries through- 
out the State in advisory capacity, both as to the manage- 
ment and organization of libraries. 

Another bill of special interest is the formation of an 
Historic Sites Commission. This bill creates a commission 
whose business it will be to consider the preservation of 
historic sites throughout the State. It was passed with 
special reference to Starved Eock, but it has power to 
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consider the preservation of other historic places. The 
LaSalle County Historical Society and the Chicago Geo- 
graphic Society were especially active and were largely 
instrumental in the passage of this bill. The attention of 
this commission will be called to the proposed sale of the 
Great Cahokia Mound. 

REPEINT OF THE LINCOIiN-DOUGLAS DEBATE 

VOLUME. 

The Forty-sixth General Assembly of Illinois, just 
adjourned, made an appropriation for the reprinting of 
the volume of the Lincoln-Douglas Debates, edited by 
Prof. E. E. Sparks and issued by the Illinois State His- 
torical Library. The first edition of the book was very soon 
exhausted, and as members of the Legislature were impor- 
tuned by their constituents for copies of the volume, it 
was found necessary to make arrangements to reprint a 
large edition of it. Requests have been received for the 
book from all parts of the United States and from foreign 
countries. The fact that it was the centennial year of the 
birth of Mr. Lincoln, and the great interest by all citizens 
in everything that pertained to liim, was no doubt one 
reason for the demand for the book. The press through- 
out the country commented most favorably upon it 
and the trustees of the library and Professor Sparks are 
to be congratulated upon the value and success of the work. 

LATE PUBLICATIONS BY THE BOARD OF TRUS- 
TEES OF THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORI- 
CAL LIBRARY. 

A handsome book has just been issued by the Trustees 
of the Historical Library, which is volume four of the 
series entitled, ^^ Illinois Historical Collections.'' Its indi- 
vidual title is ^'Executive Series, Vol. One: The Govern- 
ors' Letter Books, 1818-1834," edited with introduction 
and notes by Evarts Boutell Greene and Clarence Wal- 
worth Alvord. 
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It contains the oflScial correspondence of the first four 
Governors of the State of Illinois— Bond, Coles, Edwards 
and Reynolds. The original letter books from which these 
papers are copied are in the archives of the State, in the 
office of the Secretary of State. They were very carefully 
copied by Mr. Theo. S. McCoy, of the office of the Secretary 
of State, f romi the original documents ; and they were edited 
and annotated by Professors Greene and Alvord, of the 
University of Illinois, who prepared an introductory 
chapter, giving in a most comprehensive, interesting and 
instructive manner the history of conditions in the State 
during the administration of the four Governors whose 
official papers are printed in the volume. The introductory 
chapter is enriched with a large number of explanatory 
notes, giving information as to persons and events con- 
nected with the history of the period. 

The volume is illustrated by four very handsome photo- 
gravure portraits, one of each of the Governors. These 
are reproductions from the official oil paintings, the prop- 
erty of the State of Illinois. The paper on which the book 
is printed is of the best quality and the general make-up and 
workmanship is excellent. It is bound in the same style 
as the previous volumes of the Illinois Historical Collec- 
tions, the last of which was the ^'Lincoln-Douglas Debates 
of 1858," edited by Prof. E. E. Sparks. 

MEETING OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETY. 

The second annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley 
Historical Society was held in St. Louis on June 17, 18 
and 19, 1909. This society is an association of the State 
societies of the central west, and was organized in October, 
1907. Its purposes are to associate the State societies, that 
they may work in concert and divide the work, that the 
various activities may not duplicate each other's labors; and 
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thus more work can be done with greater economy of labor 
and money. Mr. C. W. Alvord of the University of Illinois 
is the retiring president of the society and Mr. Clarence 
S. Paine of the Nebraska Historical Society is the secre- 
tary. New officers were elected at this mieeting. 

The society holds semi-annnal meetings, one in midsum- 
mer and one in December, in connection with the annual 
meeting of the American Historical Association. This, its 
second midsummer meeting, was called to order, in the 
absence of the president. Prof. Clarence W. Alvord, by 
the vice president. Dr. Grin G. Libby, professor of history 
in the North Dakota University, in the auditorium of the 
Cabanne Branch Library, in St. Louis, on Thursday even- 
ing, June 17. As Governor Hadley was also absent, the 
address of welcome was delivered by Judge Walter B. 
Dougles of St. Louis, and responded to by the vice presi- 
dent, who then introduced the principal speaker of the 
evening, Hon. Edward M. Pollard, a former Nebraska 
Congressman, whose theme was *^The Conservation of the 
Soil." 

On Friday morning the association met at nine A. M. 
in the rooms of the Missouri Historical Society, 1600 Locust 
street, with Edgar E. Harlan of Towa in the chair, and 
there all subsequent sessions were held. The first paper, 
on **The Study of the Present as an Aid in Literpreting 
the Past," was by Prof. E. A. Boss, who fills the chair 
of sociology in the University of Wisconsin. William A. 
Meese of Moline, Illinois, read a very interesting paper on 
^^ Marking of Historic Spots in Illinois,'' and was followed 
by Prof. F. A. Sampson, secretary of the Historical Society 
of Missouri, on ^^The Belation of the State and Historical 
Libraries." Other papers and addresses were by John 
H. Eeynolds, secretary of the State Historical Society of 
Arkansas, on ^^Eecent Historical Legislation in Arkansas;" 
'* Applied History," by Dr. B. F. Shambaugh of the Iowa 
Historical Society; on ^^The Mississippi Valley as an Eth- 
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nological Field," by Dr. John E. Swanton and James 
Mooney of the U. S. Bureau of Ethnology; on ^^Physio- 
graphy as Belated to History in the Mississippi Valley," 
by Curtis F. Marbut, Professor of Geology in the Missouri 
University; and a very able discussion of *^The Significance 
of the British Attack on St. Louis in May, 1780, and its 
defeat by George Rogers Clarke," by Prof. James Alton 
James of the (Illinois) Northwestern University. 

A fitting close of Friday's proceedings of the Association 
was a banquet at the Planter's Hotel. 

At the Saturday morning's session Dr. Eolin G. Usher, 
Professor of History in the Kansas University, discoursed 
learnedly on the *^ Western Sanitary Commission;" James 
Newton Basket, of Mexico, Mo., on '^Coronado's March;" 
W. O. Scroggs, of the Louisiana State University, on *' Early 
Trade and Travel in the Lower Mississippi Valley;" and 
other valuable papers were read. 

The meeting closed after election of officers for the next 
year, as follows: 

President, Dr. Orin G. Libby, of the North Dakota Univer- 
sity; Vice President, Dr. B. F. Shambaugh, of the Iowa 
State Historical Society; Secretary, Clarence S. Paine, of 
the Nebraska State Historical Society. For members of 
the Executive Committee : Dunbar Eowland, Jackson, Miss. ; 
Prof. C. W. Alvord, Illinois State University; Charles E. 
Brown, Madison, Wis.; Prof. F. A. Sampson, Columbia, 
Mo. ; and Thomas M. Owen, Montgomery, Ala. 

Following the closing session, members of the Association 
were taken, in automobiles, over to the American Bottom 
to view the great Cahokia Mound. The membership of the 
Association is now about 300, representing thirty-eight 
States, and its next meeting will be held in New York City 
in the last week of next December, in conjunction there with 
the annual meeting of the American Historical Association. 



